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DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE 

[  28  CFR  Part  55  ] 

(Order  No.  647-76] 

IMPLEMENTATION  OF  THE  PROVISIONS 
OF  THE  VOTING  RIGHTS  ACT  REGARD¬ 
ING  LANGUAGE  MINORITY  GROUPS 

The  Voting  Rights  Act  Amendments 
of  1975,  Public  Law  94-73,  amend  the 
Voting  Rights  Act  of  1965,  42  U.S.C. 
1973-1973bb-4,  in  a  number  of  signifi¬ 
cant  ways.  Among  the  new  provisions 
are  requirements  that  certain  States  and 
political  subdivisions  conduct  elections 
and  registration  in  the  language  of  cer¬ 
tain  “language  minority  groups,”  well  as 
in  English. 

The  Attorney  General  is  considering 
a  proposal  to  add  a  new  Part  55  to  Title 
28  of  the  Code  of  Federal  Regulations. 
The  purpose  of  this  proposal  is  to  set 
forth  the  Attorney  General’s  standards 
for  carrj'ing  out  his  enforcement  re¬ 
sponsibilities  with  respect  to  provisions 
concerning  the  conduct  of  elections  in 
languages  in  addition  to  English. 

It  is  proposed  to  make  such  guidelines 
effective  upon  republication. 

Upon  republication  these  guidelines 
will  supersede  the  interim  guidelines 
published  October  3,  1975,  40  Fed.  Reg. 
46080.  These  proposed  guidelines  are 
based  on  the  interim  guidelines,  on  ex¬ 
perience  gained  thus  far  under  the  re¬ 
quirements  of  the  Voting  Rights  Act 
Amendments  of  1975,  and  on  comments 
from  affected  jurisdictions  and  inter¬ 
ested  individuals  and  organizations. 

Interested  persons  may  participate  in 
the  consideration  of  the  proposed  guide¬ 
lines  by  submitting  written  comments. 
Comments  should  be  sent,  in  duplicate, 
to:  Assistant  Attorney  General,  Civil 
Rights  Division,  Department  of  Justice, 
Washington,  D.C.  20530.  All  comments 
received  on  or  before  May  21,  1976  will 
be  considered. 

This  statement  of  interpretative  guide¬ 
lines  is  proposed  under  5  U.S.C.  301,  28 
U.S.C.  509,  510,  and  Pub.  L.  94-73. 

Dated:  April  15,  1976. 

Edward  H.  Levi, 
Attorney  General. 

The  proposed  new  28  CFR  Part  55 
reads  as  follows: 

PART  55— IMPLEMENTATION  OF  THE 
PROVISIONS  OF  THE  VOTING  RIGHTS 
ACT  REGARDING  LANGUAGE  MINORITY 
GROUPS 

Subpart  A — General  PrOi/isions 

Sec. 

55.1  Definitions. 

55.2  Purpose;  standarcLs  for  measuring 

compliance. 

55.3  Statutory  requirements. 

Subpart  B — Nature  of  Coverage 

55.4  Effective  date;  Uat  of  covered  jurisdic¬ 

tions. 

55.5  Coverage  under  Section  4(f)  (4). 

55.6  Coverage  under  Section  203  (c) . 

55.7  Termination  of  coverage. 

55.8  Relationship  between  Section  4(f)  (4) 

and  Section  203(c) . 

55.0  Coverage  of  poUtlcai  imits  within  a 
county. 

55.10  Types  of  elections  covered. 


Subpart  C — Determining  the  Exact  Language 
Sec. 

55.11  General. 

55.12  Language  used  for  written  material. 

55.13  Language  used  for  M-al  assistance. 

Subpart  D — Minority  Language  Materials  and 
Assistance 

55.14  General. 

55.15  Affected  activities. 

65.16  Standards  and  proof  of  compliance. 

55.17  Targeting. 

65.18  Provision  of  minority  language  mate¬ 

rials  and  assistance. 

55.19  Written  material. 

55.20  Oral  assistance  and  publicity. 

55.21  Record  keeping. 

Subpart  E — Preciearanca 

65.22  Requirements  of  Section  5  of  the  .Act. 

Subpart  F — Sanctions 

55.23  Enforcement  by  the  Attorney  General. 
Subpart  G — Comment  on  This  Part 

55.24  Procediue. 

Appendi.v — Jurisdictions  Covered 

Authority:  5  U.S.C.  301,  28  U.S.C.  509,  510, 
Pub.  L.  94-73. 

Subpart  A — General  Provisions 

§  55.1  Dcniiiiioiis. 

For  pjirpo.ses  of  this  Part — 

(a)  “Act”  means  the  Voting  Rights 
Act  of  1965,  79  Stat.  437,  as  amended 
by  the  Looting  Rights  Act  Amendments 
of  1970,  84  Stat.  314,  and  the  Voting 
Rights  Act  Amendments  of  1975,  Pub.  L. 
94-73,  42  U.S.C.  1973  et  seq.  Section 
numbers,  such  as  “Section  14(c)(3).” 
refer  to  the  Act. 

(b)  “Attorney  General”  means  the  At¬ 
torney  General  of  the  United  States. 

(c)  “Language  minority”  or  “Language 
minority  group”  means  persons  who  are 
American  Indian,  Asian  American. 
Ala.skan  Natives,  or  of  Spanish  heritage. 
Sections  14(c)(3),  203(e).  For  the  pur¬ 
poses  of  the  Act,  the  following  Asian 
American  groups  are  considered  lan¬ 
guage  minority  groups:  Chinese  Amer¬ 
icans.  Filipino  Americans,  Japanese 
Americans,  and  Korean  Americans.  As 
used  in  this  Part,  “applicable  language 
minority  group,  refers  to  the  group  or 
groups  listed  in  the  determinations  as  to 
coverage  published  in  the  Federal  Reg¬ 
ister.  As  used  in  this  Part,  each  of  the 
seven  following  groups  is  considered  a 
“single  language  minority  group”: 
American  Indians,  Alaskan  Natives,  per¬ 
sons  of  Spanish  heritage,  Chinese  Amer¬ 
icans,  Filipino  Americans,  Japanese 
Americans,  and  Korean  Americans. 

(d)  “Political  subdivision”  means: 
“*  *  •  any  county  or  parish,  except 
that  where  registration  for  voting  is  not 
conducted  under  the  supervision  of  a 
county  or  parish,  the  term  shall  include 
any  other  subdivision  of  a  State  which 
conducts  registration  for  voting.”  Sec¬ 
tion  14(c)(2). 

§  55,2  Purpose;  standards  f«>r  ineai^ur- 
ing  rompliancr. 

(a)  The  purpose  of  this  Part  Is  to  set 
forth  the  Attorney  General’s  interpreta¬ 
tion  of  the  provisions  of  the  Voting 
Rights  Act,  aS'  amended  by  Public  Law 
94-73  (1975),  which  require  certain 


States  and  political  subdivisions  to  con¬ 
duct  elections  in  the  language  of  certain 
“language  minority  groups”  in  addition 
to  English. 

(b)  In  the  Attorney  General’s  view 
the  objective  of  the  Act’s  provisions  Is  to 
enaUe  mwnbers  of  applicable  language 
minority  groups  to  participate  effectively 
in  the  electoral  process.  ’This  Part  estab¬ 
lishes  two  basic  standards  by  which  the 
Attorney  General  will  measure  compli¬ 
ance:  (1)  that  materials  and  assistance 
should  be  provided  in  a  way  designed  to 
allow  members  of  applicable  language 
minority  groups  to  be  effectively  in¬ 
formed  of  and  participate  effectively  in 
voting-connected  activities:  and  (2) 
that  the  jurisdiction  should  take  all  rea¬ 
sonable  steps  to  achieve  that  goal. 

(c)  ’The  determination  of  what  is  re¬ 
quired  for  compliance  with  Section  4(f) 
(4)  and  Section  203(c)  is  the  responsi¬ 
bility  of  the  affected  jurisdiction.  'These 
guidelines  should  not  be  used  as  a  sub¬ 
stitute  for  analysis  and  dccisicii  by  the 
affected  jurisdiction. 

(d)  Jurisdictions  covered  under  Sec¬ 
tion  4(f)  (4)  of  the  Act  are  subject  to 
the  preclearance  requirements  of  Sec¬ 
tion  5.  See  Part  51  of  this  Chapter.  Such 
jurisdictions  have  the  burden  of  estab¬ 
lishing  to  tlie  satisfaction  of  the  Attorney 
General  or  to  the  United  States  District 
Court  for  the  District  of  Columbia  that 
changes  made  in  their  election  laws  and 
procedures  in  order  to  comply  with  the 
requirements  of  Section  4(f)  (4)  are  not 
discriminatory  under  the  terms  of  Sec¬ 
tion  5.  However,  Section  5  expressly 
provides  that  the  failure  of  the  Attorney 
General  to  object  does  not  bar  any  sub¬ 
sequent  judicial  action  to  enjoin  the  en¬ 
forcement  of  the  changes. 

(e)  Jurisdictions  covered  solely  under 
Section  203(c)  of  the  Act  are  not  subject 
to  the  preclearance  requirements  of  Sec¬ 
tion  5,  nor  is  there  a  Federal  apparatus 
available  for  preclearance  of  Section 
203(c)  compliance  activities.  The  Attor¬ 
ney  General  will  not  preclear  jurisdic¬ 
tions’  proposals  for  compliance  with  Sec¬ 
tion  203(c). 

(f)  Consideration  by  the  Attorney 
General  of  a  jurisdiction’s  compliance 
with  the  requirements  of  Section  4(f» 
(4)  occurs  in  the  review  pursuant  to  Sec¬ 
tion  5  of  the  Act  of  changes  with  respect 
to  voting,  in  the  consideration  of  the  need 
for  litigation  to  enforce  the  requirements 
of  Section  4(f)(4),  and  in  the  defense 
of  suits  for  termination  of  coverage  under 
Section  4(f)(4).  Consideration  by  the 
Attorney  General  of  a  jurisdiction’s  com¬ 
pliance  with  the  requirements  of  Sec¬ 
tion  203(c)  occurs  in  the  consideration 
of  the  need  for  litigation  to  enforce  the 
requirements  of  Section  203(c). 

(g)  In  enforcing  the  Act — through  the 
Section  5  preclearance  review  process, 
through  litigation,  and  through  defense 
of  suits  for  termination  of  coverage 
under  Section  4(f)(4) — the  Attorney 
General  will  follow  the  general  policies 
set  forth  in  this  Part. 

(h)  This  Part  is  not  intended  to  pre¬ 
clude  affected  jurisdictions  from  taking 
additional  steps  to  further  the  policy  of 
the  Act,  By  virtue  of  the  Supremacy 


FEDERAL  REGISTER,  VOL.  41,  NO.  78 — WEDNESDAY,  APRIL  21,  1976 


Clause  of  Art.  VI  of  the  Constitution,  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  override  any  in¬ 
consistent  State  law. 

§  35.3  Slaliilory  rrquiromenls. 

The  Act’s  requirements  ccmcerning  the 
conduct  of  elections  in  languages  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  English  are  contained  in  Sec¬ 
tion  4(f)(4)  and  Section  203(c).  These 
sections  state  that  whenever  a  jurisdic¬ 
tion  subject  to  their  terms  “provides  any 
registration  or  voting  notices,  forms,  in¬ 
structions,  assistance,  or  other  materials 
or  information  relating  to  the  electoral 
process,  including  ballots,  it  shall  provide 
them  in  the  language  of  the  applicable 
language  minority  group  as  well  as  in 
•  •  •  English.  •  •  • 

Subpart  B — Nature  of  Coverage 

§  35.4  Effeclive  dale;  libt  of  eover<‘d 
juriiidictioiiK. 

(a)  The  1975  Amendments  took  effect 
upon  the  date  of  their  enactment.  Au¬ 
gust  6,  1975. 

(1)  The  requhements  of  Section  4(f) 
(4)  take  effect  upon  publication  in  the 
Federal  Register  of  the  requisite  deter¬ 
minations  of  the  Director  of  the  Census 
and  the  Attorney  General.  Such  deter¬ 
minations  are  not  reviewable  in  any 
court. 

(2)  nie  requirements  of  Section  203 
(c)  take  effect  upon  publication  in  the 
f^DERAL  Register  of  the  requisite  deter¬ 
minations  of  the  Director  of  the  Census. 
Such  determinations  are  not  reviewable 
in  any  court. 

(b)  Jurisdictions  determined  to  be 
covered  under  Section  4(f)  (4)  or  Section 
203(c)  are  listed,  together  with  the  lan¬ 
guage  minority  group  with  respect  to 
which  coverage  was  determined,  in  the 
Appendix  to  this  Part.  Any  additional  de¬ 
terminations  of  coverage  under  either 
Section  4(f)  (4)  or  Secticm  203(c)  will  be 
published  in  the  Federal  Register. 

§  53.5  Coverage  iiucler  Seetion  1(f)(1). 

(a)  Coverage  formula.  Section  4(f)(4) 
applies  to  any  State  or  political  subdivi¬ 
sion  in  which  ( 1 )  over  five  percent  of  tlio 
voting-age  citizens  were,  on  November  1, 
1972,  members  of  a  single  language 
minority  group,  (2)  registration  and  elec¬ 
tion  materials  were  provided  only  in  Eng¬ 
lish  on  November  1,  1972,  and  (3)  fewer 
than  50  percent  of  the  voting-age  citizens 
were  registered  to  vote  or  voted  in  the 
1972  Presidential  election. 

All  three  conditions  must  be  satisfied 
before  coverage  exists  under  Section 
4(f)  (4).i 

(b)  Coverage  may  be  determined  with 
regard  to  Section  4(f)  (4)  on  a  statewide 
or  political  subdivision  basis. 

(1)  Whenever  the  determination  is 
made  that  the  bilingual  requirements  of 
Section  4(f)  (4)  are  applicable  to  an  en¬ 
tire  State,  these  requirements  apply  to 
each  of  the  State’s  political  subdivisions 
as  well  as  to  the  State.  In  other  words, 
each  political  subdivision  writhin  a  cov¬ 
ered  State  is  subject  to  the  same  re¬ 
quirements  as  the  State. 


>  Coverage  Is  based  on  Sections  4(b)  (third 
sentence) ,  4(c) ,  and  4(f)  (S) . 
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(2)  Where  an  entire  State  is  not  cov¬ 
ered  under  Section  4(f)(4),  Individual 
political  subdivisions  may  be  covered. 

§  55.6  Coverage  under  .Section  203(e). 

There  are  two  ways  in  which  cover¬ 
age  under  Section  203(c)  may  be  estab- 
lished.2 

(a)  Under  the  first  method,  a  prelim¬ 
inary  determination  is  made  by  the  Di¬ 
rector  of  the  Census  of  States  in  which 
more  than  five  percent  of  the  voting-age 
citizens  are  members  of  a  single  language 
minority  group  the  illiteracy  rate  of 
which,  in  the  particular  State,  is  greater 
than  the  national  illiteracy  rate.  In  these 
States,  a  particular  political  subdivision 
is  covered  with  respect  to  the  State’s 
applicable  language  minority  group  if 
five  percent  or  more  of  the  voting-age 
citizens  of  the  political  subdivision  are 
members  of  the  applicable  language 
minority  group. 

(b)  The  second  method  of  establish¬ 
ing  coverage  is  used  with  respect  to  lan¬ 
guage  minority  groups  not  reached  by 
the  preliminary  determination  based  on 
statewide  data.  Under  the  second  meth¬ 
od,  covered  political  subdivisions  are 
those  in  which  more  than  five  percent  of 
the  voting-age  citizens  are  members  of 
a  single  language  minority  group  the 
illiteracy  rate  of  which,  in  the  particular 
political  subdivision,  is  greater  than  the 
national  illiteracy  rate. 

(c)  For  the  purrose  of  dptermin'^tlnns 
of  coverage  under  Section  203(c).  "illit¬ 
eracy  means  the  failure  to  complete  the 
fifth  primary  grade.’’  Section  203' b> . 

§  3.3.7  Tf'riniiiatiiin  i>r  coverage. 

(a)  Section  4  f*(4i.  A  covered  juris¬ 
diction  may  terminate  coverage  under 
Section  4(f)  (4)  (via  Section  4(a) )  by  ob¬ 
taining  from  the  United  States  District 
Court  for  the  District  of  Columbia  a 
declaratory  judgment  that  there  has 
been  no  discriminatory  use  of  a  test  or 
device  for  a  period  of  ten  years.  'The 
term  “test  or  device’’  is  defined  in  Sec¬ 
tion  4(c)  and  Section  4(f)(3).  When  an 
entire  State  is  covered  in  this  regard, 
only  the  State,  and  not  individual  politi¬ 
cal  subdivisions  within  the  State,  may 
bring  an  action  to  terminate  coverage. 

(b)  Section  203(c).  The  requirements 
of  Section  203(c)  apply  until  August  6, 
1985.  A  covered  jurisdiction  may  ter¬ 
minate  such  coverage  earlier  if  it  can 
prove  in  a  declaratory  judgment  action 
in  a  United  States  district  court,  that 
the  illiteracy  rate  of  the  applicable  lan¬ 
guage  minority  group  is  equal  to  or  less 
than  the  national  illiteracy  rate. 

§  .3.3.8  Relationship  between  .Seetion  4 
(f)(4)  and  Section  203(c). 

(a)  Tlie  statutory  requirements  of 
Section  4(f)  (4)  and  Section  203(c)  re¬ 
garding  minority  language  material  and 
assistance  are  essentially  identical. 

(b)  Jurisdictions  subject  to  the  re- 
quirments  of  Section  4(f)(4)— but  not 
jurisdictions  subject  only  to  the  require¬ 
ments  of  Section  203  (c)  — are  also  subject 


*  The  criteria  for  coverage  su'e  contained  In 
Section  203(b). 
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to  the  Act’s  special  provisions,  such  as 
Section  5  (regarding  preclearance  of 
changes  in  voting  laws)  and  Section  6 
( regarding  Federal  examiners )  .*  See  Part 
51  of  this  Chapter. 

(o  Altliough  the  coverage  formulas 
applicable  to  Section  4(f)  (4)  and  Section 
203(c)  are  different,  a  political  subdi¬ 
vision  may  be  Included  within  both  of 
the  coverage  formulas.  Under  these  cir¬ 
cumstances,  a  judgment  terminating 
coverage  of  the  jurisdiction  under  one 
provision  would  not  in  itself  authorize 
the  conduct  of  elections  only  in  English. 
The  jurisdiction  would  not  be  able  to  con¬ 
duct  elections  solely  in  English  until  it 
had  also  succeeded  in  terminating  cover¬ 
age  under  the  other  applicable  provision. 

§  .3.3.9  (^uvc'ragr  of  polilioul  units  within 
a  (‘oiinly. 

Where  a  political  subdivision  (e.g.,  a 
county)  is  determined  to  be  subject  to 
Section  4(f)(4)  or  Section  203(c),  all 
political  units  that  hold  elections  within 
tliat  political  subdivision  (e.g.,  cities, 
school  districts)  are  subject  to  the  same 
requirements  as  the  political  subdivision. 

§  .3,3. 10  Types  of  rlertions  covercsl. 

(a)  General.  The  language  provisions 
of  the  Act  apply  to  registration  for  and 
voting  in  any  t.vpe  of  election,  whether  it 
is  a  primary,  general  or  special  election. 
Section  14(c)(1).  ’This  includes  elections 
of  olhcers  as  well  as  elections  regarding 
.su  h  matters  as  bond  issues,  constitu¬ 
tional  amendments  and  referendums. 
Federal.  State  and  local  elections  are 
covered  as  are  elections  of  special  dis¬ 
tricts.  such  as  school  districts  and  water 
districts. 

(b)  Elections  for  statewide  offiee.  If 
an  election  conducted  by  a  county  relates 
to  Federal  or  State  offices  or  issues  as 
well  as  county  offices  or  issues,  a  county 
subject  to  tlie  bilingual  requirements 
■must  insure  compliance  with  those  re¬ 
quirements  with  respect  to  all  a.spects  of 
the  election,  i.e.,  the  minority  language 
material  and  assistance  must  deal  with 
the  Federal  and  State  offices  or  issues  as 
well  as  county  offices  or  issues. 

(c)  Multi-county  districts.  Regarding 
elections  for  an  office  representing  more 
than  one  county,  e.g..  State  legislative 
districts  and  special  districts  that  include 
portions  of  two  or  more  counties,  the 
bilingual  requirements  are  applicable  on 
a  county-by-county  basis.  Thus,  minor¬ 
ity  language  material  and  assistance 
need  not  be  provided  by  the  government 
in  counties  not  subject  to  the  bilingual 
requirements  of  the  Act. 

Subpart  C — Determining  the  Exact 
Language 

§55.11  (General. 

The  requirements  of  Section  4(f)(4) 
or  Section  203(c)  apply  with  respect  to 
the  languages  of  language  minority 
groups.  The  applicable  groups  are  indi¬ 
cated  in  the  determinations  of  the  At- 


>  In  addition,  a  Jurisdiction  covered  under 
Section  203(c)  but  not  under  Section  4(f)  (4) 
Is  subject  to  the  Act’s  special  provlstons  If 
It  was  covered  under  Section  4(b)  prior  to 
the  1975  Amendments  to  the  Act. 
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torney  General  or  the  Director  of  the 
Census.  'Diis  Subpart  relates  to  the  view 
of  the  Attorney  General  concern!^  the 
determination  by  covered  jurisdictions  of 
precisely  the  language  to  be  employed. 
In  enforcing  the  Act,  the  Attorney  Gen¬ 
eral  will  consider  whether  the  languages, 
forms  of  languages,  or  dialects  chosen 
by  covered  jurisdictions  for  use  in  the 
electoral  process  enable  members  of  ap¬ 
plicable  language  minority  groups  to 
participate  effectively  in  the  electoral 
process.  It  is  the  responsibility  of  covered 
jurisdictions  to  determine  what  lan¬ 
guages,  forms  of  languages,  or  dialects 
will  be  effective. 

§  55.12  I.,anguage  iiM'd  fur  Mrillon  ma¬ 
terial. 

(a)  Language  minority  groups  having 
more  than  one  language.  Some  language 
minority  groups,  for  example,  Filipino 
Americans,  have  more  than  one  language 
other  than  English.  A  jurisdiction  re¬ 
quired  to  provide  election  materials  in 
the  language  of  such  a  group  need  not 
provide  materials  in  more  than  one  lan¬ 
guage  other  than  English.  The  Attorney 
General  will  consider  w-hether  the  lan¬ 
guage  that  is  used  for  election  materials 
is  the  one  most  widely  used  by  the  juris¬ 
diction’s  voting-age  citizens  who  are 
members  of  the  language  minority  group. 

(b)  Languages  with  more  than  one 
written  form.  Some  languages,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  Japanese,  have  more  than  one 
written  form.  A  jurisdiction  required  to 
provide  election  materials  in  such  a 
language  need  not  provide  more  than  one 
version.  The  Attorney  General  will  con- 
.sider  whether  the  particular  version  of 
the  language  that  is  used  for  election  ma¬ 
terials  is  the  one  most  widely  used  by  the 
jurisdiction’s  voting-age  citizens  who  are 
m«nbers  of  the  language  minority  group. 

(c)  Vnioritten  Langtuiges.  Many  of  the 
languages  used  by  language  minority 
groups,  for  example,  by  some  American 
Indians  and  Alaskan  Natives,  are  unwrit¬ 
ten.  With  respect  to  any  such  language, 
only  oral  assistance  is  required.  Even 
though  a  written  form  for  a  language 
may  exist,  a  language  may  be  considered 
imwritten  if  it  is  not  commonly  used  in 
a  written  form.  It  is  the  responsibility  of 
the  covered  jurisdiction  to  determine 
whether  a  language  should  be  considered 
written  or  imwritten. 

§  55.13  Language  use<i  for  oral  assist¬ 
ance. 

(a)  Languages  with  more  than  one 
dialect.  Some  languages,  for  example, 
Chinese,  have  several  dialects.  Where  a 
jurisdiction  is  obligated  to  provide  oral 
assistance  in  such  a  language,  the  juris¬ 
diction’s  obligation  is  to  ascertain  the 
dialects  that  are  commonly  used  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  applicable  language  minority 
group  in  the  jurisdiction  and  to  provide 
oral  assistance  in  such  dialects.  (See 
§  55.20.) 

(b)  Language  minority  groups  having 
more  than  one  language.  In  some  juris¬ 
dictions  members  of  an  applicable  lan¬ 
guage  minority  group  speak  more  than 
one  language  other  than  English.  Where 
a  Jurisdiction  is  obligated  to  provide  oral 
assistance  in  the  language  of  such  a 


group,  the  jurisdiction’s  obligation  is  to 
ascertain  the  languages  that  are  com¬ 
monly  used  by  members  of  that  group  in 
the  jurisdiction  and  to  provide  oral 
assistance  in  such  languages.  (See 
§  55.20.) 

Subpart  D — Minority  Language  Materials 
and  Assistance 

§  55.14  General. 

(a)  This  Subpart  sets  forth  the  views 
of  the  Attorney  General  with  respect  to 
the  requirements  of  Section  4(f)  (4)  and 
Section  203(c)  concerning  the  provision 
of  minority  language  materials  and 
assistance  and  some  of  the  factors  that 
the  Attorney  General  will  consider  in 
carrying  out  his  responsibilities  to  en¬ 
force  Section  4(f)  (4)  and  Section  203 

(c).  Through  the  use  of  his  authority 
under  Section  5  and  his  authority  to 
bring  suits  to  enforce  Section  4(f)  (4)  and 
Section  203(c),  the  Attorney  General  will 
seek  to  prevent  or  remedy  discrimination 
against  members  of  language  minority 
groups  based  on  the  failure  to  use  the  ap¬ 
plicable  minority  language  in  the  elec¬ 
toral  process.  Hie  Attorney  General  also 
has  the  responsibility  to  defend  against 
suits  brought  for  the  termination  of  cov¬ 
erage  mider  Section  4(f)  (4)  and  Section 
203(c). 

(b)  In  discharging  these  responsibili¬ 
ties  the  Attorney  General  will  respond  to 
complaints  received,  conduct  on*his  own 
initiative  inquiries  and  surveys  concern¬ 
ing  compliance,  and  undertake  other 
enforcement  activities. 

(c)  It  is  the  responsibility  of  the  jur¬ 
isdiction  to  determine  what  actions  by 
it  are  required  for  compliance  with  the 
requirements  of  Section  4(f)  (4)  and  Sec¬ 
tion  203(c)  and  to  cariy  out  these 
actions. 

§  55.15  AITei'ted  arlivitie«. 

The  requirements  of  Sections  4(f)(4) 
and  203(c)  apply  with  regard  to  the 
provision  of  "any  registration  or  voting 
notices,  forms,  instructions,  assistance, 
or  other  materials  or  information  relat¬ 
ing  to  the  electoral  process,  including 
ballots.”  The  basic  purpose  of  these  re¬ 
quirements  is  to  allow  members  of  appli¬ 
cable  language  minority  groups  to  be 
effectively  informed  of  and  participate 
effectively  in  voting-connected  activi¬ 
ties.  Accordingly,  the  quoted  language 
should  be  broadly  construed  to  apply  to 
all  stages  of  the  electoral  process,  from 
voter  registration  through  activities  re¬ 
lated  to  conducting  elections,  including, 
for  example  the  issuance,  at  any  time 
during  the  year,  of  notifications,  an¬ 
nouncements,  or  other  informational 
materials  concerning  the  opportunity  to 
register,  the  deadline  for  voter  registra¬ 
tion,  the  time,  places  and  subject  matters 
of  elections,  and  the  absentee  voting 
process. 

§  55.16  StandurdH  and  proof  of  ronipli- 
ancc. 

Compliance  with  the  requirements  of 
Section  4(f)(4)  and  Section  203(c)  is 
best  measured  by  results.  A  jurisdiction 
is  more  likely  to  achieve  compliance  with 
these  requirements  if  it  has  worked  with 
the  cooperation  of  and  to  the  satisfac¬ 


tion  of  organizations  representing  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  applicable  language  minority 
group.  In  planning  its  compliance  with 
Section  4(f)  (4)  or  Section  203(c),  a  ju¬ 
risdiction  may,  where  alternative  meth¬ 
ods  of  compliance  are  available,  use  less 
costly  methods  if  they  are  equivalent  to 
more  costly  methods  in  their  effective¬ 
ness. 

§  55.17  Targeting. 

’The  tenn  "targeting”  is  conunonly 
used  in  discussions  of  the  requirements 
of  Section  4(f)(4)  and  Section  203(c). 
"Targeting”  refers  to  a  system  in  which 
the  minority  language  materials  or  as¬ 
sistance  required  by  the  Act  are  provided 
to  less  than  all  persons  or  registered 
voters.  It  is  the  view  of  the  Attorney 
General  that  a  targeting  system  will  nor¬ 
mally  fulfill  the  Act’s  minority  language 
requirements  if  it  is  designed  and  im¬ 
plemented  in  such  a  way  that  language 
minority  group  members  who  need  mi¬ 
nority  language  materials  and  assistance 
receive  them. 

§  55.18  Provision  of  minority  language 
materials  and  assistance. 

(a)  Materials  provided  by  mail.  If 
materials  provided  by  mail  (or  by  some 
comparable  form  of  distribution)  gen¬ 
erally  to  residents  or  registered  voters 
are  not  all  provided  in  the  applicable 
minority  language,  the  Attorney  General 
will  consider  whether  an  effective  target¬ 
ing  system  has  been  developed.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  a  separate  mailing  of  materials 
in  the  minority  language  to  persons  who 
are  likely  to  need  them  or  to  residents  of 
neighborhoods  in  which  such  a  need  is 
likely  to  exist,  supplemented  by  a  notice 
of  the  availability  of  minority  language 
materials  in  the  general  mailing  and  by 
other  publicity  regarding  the  availability 
of  such  materials,  may  be  sufficient. 

(b)  Public  notices.  The  Attorney  Gen¬ 
eral  will  consider  whether  public  notices 
and  annoimcements  of  electoral  activi¬ 
ties  are  handled  in  a  manner  that  pro¬ 
vides  members  of  the  applicable  lan¬ 
guage  minority  group  an  effective  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  be  informed  about  electoral 
activities. 

(c)  Registration.  The  Attorney  Gen¬ 
eral  will  consider  whether  the  registra¬ 
tion  system  is  conducted  in  such  a  way 
that  members  of  the  applicable  language 
minority  group  have  an  effective  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  register.  One  method  of  accom¬ 
plishing  this  Is  to  provide,  in  the  appli¬ 
cable  minority  language,  all  notices, 
forms  and  other  materials  provided  to 
potential  registrants  and  to  have  only 
bilingual  persons  as  registrars.  Effective 
results  may  also  be  obtained,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  through  the  use  of  deputy  reg¬ 
istrars  who  are  members  of  toe  appli¬ 
cable  language  minority  group  and  toe 
use  of  decentralized  places  of  registra¬ 
tion,  with  minority  language  materials 
available  at  places  where  persons  who 
need  them  are  most  likely  to  come  to 
register. 

(d)  Polling  place  activities.  The  At¬ 
torney  General  will  consider  whether 
polling  place  activities  are  conducted  in 
such  a  way  that  members  of  the  appli¬ 
cable  language  minority  group  have  an 
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effective  opportunity  to  vote.  One  method 
of  accomplishing  this  is  to  provide  all 
notices,  instructions,  ballots,  and  other 
pertinent  materials  and  oral  assistance 
in  the  applicable  mlnorltar  language.  If 
very  few  of  the  registered  voters  sched¬ 
uled  to  vote  at  a  particular  polling  place 
need  minority  language  materials  or  as¬ 
sistance,  the  Attorney  General  will  con¬ 
sider  whether  an  alternative  system  en¬ 
abling  them  to  cast  effective  ballots  is 
available. 

(e)  Publicity.  The  Attorney  General 
will  consider  whether  a  covered  jurisdic¬ 
tion  has  takai  appropriate  steps  to  pub¬ 
licize  the  availability  of  materials  and 
assistance  in  the  minority  language. 
Such  steps  may  include  the  display  of  ap¬ 
propriate  notices,  in  the  minority  lan¬ 
guage,  at  voter  registration  ofiBces,  poll¬ 
ing  places,  etc.,  the  making  of  announce¬ 
ments  over  minority  language  radio  or 
television  stations,  the  publication  of  no¬ 
tices  in  minority  language  newspapers, 
and  direct  contact  with  language  minor¬ 
ity  group  organizations. 

§  5S.19  Writk'n  malerialtt. 

(a)  Types  of  materials.  It  is  the  obliga¬ 
tion  of  the  jurisdiction  to  decide  vhat 
materials  must  be  provided  in  a  minority 
language.  A  jurisdiction  required  to  pro¬ 
vide  minority  language  materials  is  only 
required  to  publish  in  the  language  of 
the  applicable  language  minority  group 
materials  distributed  to  or  provided  for 
the  use  of  the  electorate  generally.  Such 
materials  include,  for  example,  ballots, 
sample  ballots,  informational  materials, 
and  petitions. 

(b)  Accuracy,  completeness.  It  is  es¬ 
sential  that  material  provided  in  the 
language  of  a  language  minority  group 
be  clear,  complete  and  accurate.  In  ex¬ 
amining  whether  a  jurisdiction  has 
achieved  compliance  with  this  require¬ 
ment,  the  Attorney  General  will  consider 
whether  the  jurisdiction  has  consulted 
with  members  of  the  applicable  language 
minority  group  with  respect  to  the  trans¬ 
lation  of  materials. 

(c)  Ballots.  The  Attorney  General  will 
consider  whether  a  jurisdiction  provides 
the  English  and  minority  language  ver¬ 
sions  on  the  same  document.  Lack  of 
such  bilingual  preparation  of  ballots  may 
give  rise  to  the  possibility,  or  to  the  ap¬ 
pearance,  that  the  secrecy  of  the  ballot 
will  be  lost  if  a  separate  minority  lan¬ 
guage  ballot  or  voting  machine  is  used. 

(d)  Voting  machines.  Where  voting 
machines  that  cannot  mechanically  ac¬ 
commodate  a  ballot  in  English  and  in  the 
applicable  minority  language  are  used, 
the  Attorney  General  will  consider 
whether  the  jurisdiction  provides  sample 
ballots  for  use  in  the  polling  booths. 
Where  such  sample  ballots  are  used  the 
Attorney  General  will  consider  whether 
they  contain  a  complete  and  accurate 
translation  of  the  English  ballots,  and 
whether  they  contain  or  are  accom¬ 
panied  by  instructions  in  the  minority 
language  explaining  the  operation  of  the 
voting  machine.  The  Attorney  General 
will  also  consider  whether  the  sample 


ballots  are  displayed  so  that  they  are 
clearly  visible  and  at  the  same  level  as 
the  machine  ballot  on  the  inside  of  the 
polling  booth,  whether  the  sample  bal¬ 
lots  are  Identical  in  layout  to  the  ma¬ 
chine  ballots,  and  whether  their  size  and 
typeface  are  the  same  as  that  appearing 
on  the  machine  ballots.  Where  space 
limitations  preclude  affixing  the  trans¬ 
lated  sample  ballots  to  the  inside  of  poll¬ 
ing  booths,  the  Attorney  General  will 
consider  whether  language  minority 
group  voters  are  allowed  to  take  the 
sample  ballots  into  the  voting  booths. 

§  53.20  Oral  assistance  and  publicity. 

(a)  General.  Announcements,  pub¬ 
licity,  and  assistance  should  be  given  in 
oral  form  to  the  extent  needed  to  en¬ 
able  members  of  the  applicable  language 
minority  group  to  participate  effectively 
in  the  electoral  process. 

(b)  Assistance.  The  Attorney  General 
wnll  consider  whether  a  jurisdiction  has 
given  sufficient  attention  to  the  needs 
of  language  minority  group  members 
who  cannot  effectively  read  either  Eng¬ 
lish  or  the  applicable  minority  language 
and  to  the  needs  of  members  of  lan¬ 
guage  minority  groups  whose  languages 
are  unwritten. 

(c)  Helpers.  With  respect  to  the  con¬ 
duct  of  elections,  the  jurisdiction  will 
need  to  determine  the  number  of  helpers 
(i.e.,  persons  to  provide  oral  assistance 
in  the  minority  language)  that  must  be 
provided.  In  evaluating  the  provision  of 
assistance,  the  Attorney  General  will 
consider  such  facts  as  the  number  of  a 
precinct’s  registered  voters  who  are 
members  of  the  applicable  language  mi¬ 
nority  group,  the  nxunber  of  such  per¬ 
sons  who  are  not  proficient  in  English, 
and  the  ability  of  a  voter  to  be  assisted 
by  a  person  of  his  own  choice.  The  basic 
standard  is  one  of  effectiveness. 

§  55.21  RcHTord  keeping. 

The  Attorney  General’s  implementa¬ 
tion  of  the  Act’s  provisions  concerning 
language  minority  groups  would  be  fa¬ 
cilitated  if  each  covered  jurisdiction 
would  maintain  such  records  and  data 
as  will  'document  its  actions  under  those 
provisions,  including,  for  example,  rec¬ 
ords  on  such  matters  as  alternatives 
considered  prior  to  taking  such  actions, 
and  the  reasons  for  choosing  the  actions 
finally  taken. 

Subpart  E — Preclearance 

§  55.22  RoquireiiM'iil$i  of  St'otion  5  of  the 
Act. 

For  many  jurisdictions,  changes  in 
voting  laws  and  practices  will  be  neces¬ 
sary  in  order  to  comply  with  Section 
4(f)  (4)  or  Section  203(c).  If  a  jurisdic¬ 
tion  is  subject  to  the  preclearance  re¬ 
quirements  of  Section  5  (see  §  55.8(b)), 
such  changes  must  either  be  submitted 
to  the  Attorney  General  or  be  made  the 
subject  of  a  declaratory  judgment  action 
in  the  United  States  District  Court  for 
the  District  of  Columbia.  Procedures  for 
the  administration  of  Section  5  are  set 
forth  in  Part  51  of  tlois  Chapter. 


Subpart  F — Sanctions 

§  55.23  Enforcement  by  the  Attorney 
General. 

(a)  ’The  Attorney  General  is  author¬ 
ized  to  bring  civil  actions  for  appropri¬ 
ate  relief  against  violations  of  the  Act’s 
provisions,  including  Section  4  and  Sec¬ 
tion  203.  See  Sections  12(d)  and  204. 

(b)  Also,  certain  violations  may  be 
subject  to  criminal  sanctions.  See  Sec¬ 
tion  ll(a)-(c)  and  Section  205. 

Subpart  G— Comment  on  This  Part  ' 

§  55.24  Procedure. 

These  guidelines  may  be  modified  from 
time  to  time  on  the  basis  of  experience 
under  the  Act  and  comments  received 
from  interested  parties.  The  Attorney 
General  therefore  invites  public  com¬ 
ments  and  suggestions  on  these  guide¬ 
lines.  Any  party  who  wishes  to  make 
such  suggestions  or  comments  may  do 
so  by  sending  them  to:  Assistant  At¬ 
torney  General,  Civil  Rights  Division, 
Department  of  Justice,  Washington,  D.C. 
20530. 

Appendix. — Jurisdictions  covered  under 
secs.  4(f)(4)  ond  203(c)  of  the  Voting 
Rights  Act  of  1965,  as  amended  by  the 
Voting  Rights  Act  Amendments  of  1975. 

[Applicable  language  minority  groupCs)] 


Coverage  Coverage  under 
Juiisdiction  under  sec.  auc. '2U3(c) 
4(f)(4) 


Alaska . Alaskan 

Natives  ■. 

Election  District  1 .  Alaskan  Natives. 

Election  District  2 .  Do. 

Elwlion  District  3 .  D6. 

Election  District 4 .  Do. 

Election  District  5 . Do. 

Election  District  .  Do. 

14. 

Election  District  . Do. 

15. 

Election  District  .  Do. 

16. 

Election  District  .  Do. 

17. 

Election  District  . .  Do. 

18. 

Election  District  .  Do. 

19. 

Election  District  .  Do. 

21. 

Election  District  . .  Do. 

22. 

Arizona . Spanish 

heritage  <. 

Apache  County . American  Spanish  heritage, 

Indian.  American 
Indian. 

Cochise  County .  Spanish  heritage. 

Coconino  County..  American  American  Indian, 

Indian.  Spanish  Icritago. 

Cilia  County .  Do. 

Graham  County.. .  Do. 

(ircenlee  County . . Spanish  heriiage. 

Marlcoim  County .  Do. 

Mohave  County .  Do. 

Navajo  County . American  American  Indian, 

Indian.  Spanish  heritage. 

Pima  County .  Spanish  heritage. 

J’inal  County . Ananican  American  Indian, 

Indian.  SiKinish  heritage 

Santa  Cruz  Spanish  heritage. 

County. 

Yavapai  County .  Do. 

Yuma  County .  Do. 

California: 

Alameda  County .  Do. 

Amador  County . Do. 

Colusa  County . . . Do. 

Contra  Costa  . . Do. 

County. 

Fresno  County .  Do. 

Imixirial  County .  Do. 

Inyo  County .  American  Indian: 
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Appendix. — J  uriadictiotiS  covered  under 

f^ecs.  4(f)(4)  07id  £OS(c)  of  the  Voting 
Rights  Act  of  1966,  as  emended  by  the 
Voting  Rights  Act  Atnendmenis  of  1975. 


Appendix. — Jurisdictions  covered  under 

secs.  4(f)(4)  onA  £03 (c)  of  the  Voting 
Rights  Act  of  1965,  ca  amended  by  the 
Voting  Rights  Act  Atnendments  of  1976. 


Appendix. — Jurisdictions  covered  uiuter 
secs.  4(f)(4)  and  £OS(c)  of  the  Voting 
Rights  Ad  of  1966,  as  amended  by  the 
Voting  Rights  Act  Amendments  of  1976. 


lAppUcabW  languagt'  minority  groap(s)l 


JurisUiction 


Covwaep  Covprag*!  under 

under  sec.  8««.  203(e) 
4(0(4) 


California- -Continued 

Kern  County . - . 

Kings  County . Hpanish 

bt-ritage. 

l-o-sscn  County . 

Ix)s  Angeles  . 

County. 

Madera  County . 

Merced  County .  Ppaiii.sh 

iieritage. 

Monterey  County . 

Napa  County . 

Orange  County . 

Placer  County . 

Riverside  County . 

Earramento  . 

eVtunty. 

San  Benito  County . 

San  Bernardino  . 

t'ounty. 

San  Diego  County . 

San  Francisco  . 

County. 

San  Joaquin  . 

County. 

San  Luis  Obisj*  . 

County. 

San  Mateo  County . 

Santa  Barbara  . . 

County. 

Santa  Clara  . 

County. 

Santa  Cru*  Count  y . 

Sierra  County. . 

Solano  County . 

Sonoma  County . 

Stanislaus  County _ _ 

Sutter  County . 

Tulare  County . 

Tuolumne  County . . . 

Ventura  County . 

Yolo  County . 

Yuba  County . Spanish 

beritage. 

Colorado: 

Adams  County . 

Alamosa  Count  y . . 

Arcbuleta  County . 

Bent  County . . 

Boulder  County . 

t'haffee  County . 

<;lear  Creek  . 

County. 

Coneios  County . 

Costilla  County . . . 

Crowley  County . 

Delta  County . 

Denver  County . 

Plagle  County . . . . . 

El  Paso  County....  Spanish 

beritage. 

Fremont  County . . . 

Huerfano  County . 

Jackson  County . 

Lake  County . 

La  Plata  County . 

Las  Animas 
County. 

Mesa  County . 

Moffat  County . 

Montezuma  . 

County. 

Montrose  County . 

Morgan  County.. . . . 

Otero  County. 

Prowers  County................ 

Pueblo  County . . . 

Rio  Grande  . . 

County. 

Saguache  County . 

San  Juan  County . . . 

San  Miguel  County . . 

Sedgwick  County _ 

Weld  County _ 

Connecticut:  Bridge- . 

port  Town  (Fair- 
field  County). 

Florida: 

Collier  County _ . -... 

Dade  County . 

Oladee  County . 


S|*auish  heritage. 

l>o. 


Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

I'o. 


Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


Do. 

.  Spanish  heritage. 
Ciiineae  Ameri¬ 
can. 

Spanish  her!  tage. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

1^. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

1)0. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


Do. 

Da 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


Do. 

Do. 

Spanish  beritage, 
American 
Indian. 

Spanish  heritage. 
Da 
Da 
Do. 

Da 

Da 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Da 

Do. 

Do. 


Do. 

Do. 

American  Indian. 


(Applicable  language  minority  groupfs)] 


Jurisdiction 


Coverage  Coverage  under 

under  sea  sec.  ^(o) 
4(0(4) 


P'lorlda — Continued 

Hardee  County _ Spanish  Spanish  heritage. 

beritage. 

Hendry  County .  Do. 

Hillsborough  Spani.sh  Do. 

County.  heritage. 

Monroe  County.. . do . .  Do. 

Hawaii: 

Hawaii  County .  Filipino  American, 

Japani'sc  Ameri¬ 
can. 

Honolulu  County .  Chinese  American, 

Filipino  Ameri¬ 
can. 

Kauai  County .  Filipino  American, 

Japane.se  Ameri¬ 
can. 

Maui  County . Do. 

Idaho: 

Bingham  County .  American  Indian. 

Cassia  County.. . . Spanish  heritage. 

Kansas: 

Finney  County . Do. 

Grant  County .  Do. 

Wichita  County .  Do. 

Louisiana:  St.  Do. 

Bernard  Parish. 

Maine:  Perry  Town  . American  Iixiian. 

(Washington 

County). 

Michigan: 

Orangeville  Town-  .  Spanish  iieritage. 

ship  (Barry 
County). 

Sugar  Island  . American  Indian. 

Townsliip 

(Chippewa 

t'ounty). 

Imlay  Township  . . Spanisli  beritage. 

(Lai  leer 
County). 

Adrian  City  Do. 

(Lenawee 

County). 

Madison  Town-  .  Da 

ship  (Lenawee 
County). 

Grant  Township  .  Do. 

(Newaygo 

County). 

Buena  Vista  Do. 

Township 

(Saginaw 

County). 

Saginaw  City  ^ .  Do. 

(Saginaw 

County). 

Miimcsota: 

Beltrami  County .  American  Indian. 

Cass  County.. .  Do. 

Mahnomen  County . Do. 

Mississippi:  Neshoba  .  Do. 

County. 

Montana: 

Blaine  County . Do. 

Glacier  County... .  Do. 

Hill  County _ _ Do. 

.Lake  County _ _ Do. 

Roosevelt  County.. _ ........  Da 

Rosebud  County _ Do. 

Valley  County . . . Do. 

Nebraska: 

Bcotts  Bluff  i...: . Spanish  beritaga 

County. 

Thurston  County  i... ...........  American  Indian. 


Nevada: 

Elko  County .  Spanish  heritage, 

American 

Indian. 

Mineral  County . American  Indian. 

Nye  County . Spanish  beritaga 

White  Pine  County . Do. 

New  Mezioo: 

Bernalillo  County .  Do. 

Catron  County . Do. 

Chaves  County _  Do. 

Colfax  County. . . . Da 

Curry  County _ _  Spanish  Do. 

beritaga 

De  Baca  County _ _ ....i  Do. 

Dona  Ana  County.. . . . Da 

Eddy  County.. _ Do. 

Grant  County _ ...... _ _  Da 

Guad^upe  County _ ....  Do. 

Harding  County.... . . Da 


[Applicable  language  minority  groupts)] 


Jurisdiction 


Coverage  Coverage  under 

under  sea  sea.  ‘iu3(c) 
4(0(4) 


New  Mexico — Continued 

Hidalgo  County . 

Ijoa  (^unty . 

Lincoln  County . 

Los  Alamos  . . 

t'ounty. 

Luna  County . 

McKinley  County..  American 
Indian, 
Spanish 
heritage. 

Mora  County . 

Otero  County . Spanish 

heritage. 

Quay  County . . 

Rio  Arriba  County . 

Roosevelt  County . 

Sandoval  County . 


San  Juan  County.. 
San  Miguel  County. 
Sante  Fe  County... 

Sierra  County . 

Socorro  t'ounty _ 

Taos  t'ounty . 


Torrance  County. 
Cnlon  t'ounty... 
Valencia  ('ounty. 


New  York: 

Bronx  County  _ Spanish 

heritage. 

Kings  County . do . 

New  York  County . 

North  t^aroUna: 

Hoke  t^ounty . . 

Jackson  County....  American 
Indian. 

Roliason  County . 

Swain  t  'ounty . 

North  Dakota: 

Bemson  County  . . 

Dunn  County . 

McKenzie  County . 

Mountrail  County . 

Rolette  County . 

Oklahoma: 

Adair  County . 

Baline  County . 

Caddo  County.. . . 

Cherokee  County . 

Choctaw  County...  American 
Indian. 

Coal  County . 

Craig  County . . . 

Delaware  County. . . . 

Harmon  ('ounty _ _ 

Hughes  County _ 

Johnston  County . 

Latimer  County... . 

McCurtain  County.  American 
Indian. 


Do. 

1)0. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Amerieaii  liidinn, 
Spanisli  herit¬ 
age. 

Spanisli  iHriinge 
Do. 

Do. 

American  Indian 
Spanish  heritage. 
Spanish  heritage. 
American  Indian, 
Spanish, 
heritage. 

Do. 

Siianish  heritage. 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

.American  Indian, 
Spanish 
hertiage. 
Spiuiish  beritiige. 
Do. 

American  Indian, 
Spanish 
beritage. 

Spanish  heritage. 

Do. 

Do. 

American  Indian. 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Spanish  heritage. 
American  Indian. 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


McIntosh  County . .  Do. 

Mayes  County . I . .  Do. 

Okfuskee  (bounty. . . Do. 

Okmulgee  County . . Do. 

Osage  County _ j  Do. 

Ottawa  County.. . .  Do. 

Pawnee  County . Do. 

Pushmataha  . . ...^  Do. 

County. 

Rogers  County . . -  Do. 

Sei^nole  County . . Do. 

.  Sequoyah  Clounty.... _ ...^  Do. 

TiUman  County .  Spanish  beritaga 

Oregon: 

Jefferson  County . American  Indian. 

Malheur  County . Spanish  beritaga 

South  Dakota: 

Bennett  County . . . American  Indian. 

Charles  Mix  . .  Da 

County. 

Corson  (Jounty . Do. 

Lyman  County..................  Do. 

Mellette  County .  Do. 

Shannon  County...  Amertoan  Da 

Indian. 

Washabaugh  w...— — — I^o- 

County. 


jn^an. 
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PROPOSED  RULES 
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Ari'iiNinx. — Jurmliv4iontf  covered  under 

necn.  /f(f)(4)  and  203(r)  of  the  Votin{; 
I{i{jhl8  Art  of  1965,  as  amended  by  the 
Voting  Kights  Act  Amendments  oj  1975. 

I.V|>lilic!iliIo  lunguugo  minority  groupCs)] 


Afi’KNinx. — Jurisdictions  covered  under 
secs,  4(f)(4)  and  20J(c)  of  the  Voting 
Rights  Act  of  1965,  as  amended  by  the 
Voting  Rights  Act  Amendments  of  1975. 

(Applirat)!)*  innguage  minority  group(s)] 


Ai'I’unpix. — Jurisdictions  covered  under 

secs.  4(f)(4)  and  203(e)  of  the  Voting 
Rights  Act  of  1965,  as  amended  by  the 
Voting  Rights  Act  Amendments  of  1975. 

[ApplioaMe  language  minority  group(s)] 


liiiisilirtion 


Coverage  Coverage  under 

under  sec.  sec.  Vi«8(c) 
4(t)(4) 


Jui'isdieliun 


( 'overage 
under  sec. 
4(0(4) 


Coverage  under 
sec.  2(»3(C) 


Juri.sdictiun 


(’overage  Covtirage  under 

under  sec.  sec.  'i()3(o) 
4(0(4) 


'I  .A.i.-!  .  Spanish 

heritage.* 

.Amlrew.'t  County . . 

.\raii.Has  County . 

Ata.sco.<a  ('ounty . 

Hailey  (bounty . 

Kandera  County . 

Itaslrop  County . 

Bee  ('ounty . 

Bell  County . 

Itexar  ('ounty . 

Blanco  ('ounty . 

Borden  County . 

Brasoria  County.. . . 

itrazos  County . 

Brewster  County . 

Briscoe  ('ounty . 

Brooks  (tounty . 

Burleson  County . 

Burnet  County . 

Caldwell  County . 

Calhoun  County . 

Cameron  County . 

Castro  County . . . 

« 'ochron  ('ounty . 

Coke  County . 

Colorado  County . 

Comal  County.. . — 

Coticho  County . 

Coryell  County . 

Cottle  County . 

« 'rane  County . 

Crockett  County . 

Crosl)y  (’.ounty . 

Ctill>orson  County . 

Dallam  ('.ounty . 

Dawson  County . 

Deaf  Smith  . 

County. 

De  Witt  County . . 

Dickens  County . . 

Dimmit  County . 

Duval  County . 

Ketor  County . . 

Kdwards  County . 

Kills  County . 

K1 1'aso  County . . 

Kalis  County . .• . . 

Fisher  ('ounty . . 

Floyd  County . . 

Foard  County . . 

Fort  Bend  County . . 

Frio  (bounty . . 

( laines  County . . 

(ialve-ston  County . . 

tiarr.a  County . . 

(iilles|de  County . . 

(ilas.scock  County . . 

t  Joltad  County . 

(ionzaKs  ('ounty . 

(irinnis  County . 


SlMinish  heritage. 
Do. 

I>u. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

l>o. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


I  .>iatevvii|n  cnveriCO. 


Texas — Continued 
(•uadalufs)  ('ounty 

Hale  County . 

Hall  County . 

Ilan.sford  County . 

Harris  County . 

Haskell  County . 

Hays  County . 

Hidalgo  County . 

Hoekiey  County . 

Howard  County . 

Huds|H-th  County . 

Jackson  County . 

.leff  Duvis  County . 

Jim  Hogg  County . 

Jim  Weils  County .  . 

Jonrs<'ounty . 

Karnes  County . 

Kendall  County . 

Kenedy  County . 

Kerr  County . 

Kimhie  County . 

Kinney  County . 

KlelH-rg  County . 

Knox  County... . 

I/onil)  ('ounty . 

I.anipa.sas  County . . 

La  Salle  ( 'ounty . 

Live  Oak  County . 

Lulilioek  County . 

Lynn  County . 

McCulloch  County . 

Mclamnan  County. _ _ 

McMullen  County . 

.tiadison  County . 

Martin  County . 

Ma.son  County . 

Matagorda  County . 

Maverick  County . 

Medina  County . . 

Menard  County . 

Midlaitd  County . 

Milam  County . 

Mitchell  County . 

Moore  County . 

Nolan  County . . 

Nueces  County . 

Banner  County . a 

Pecos  County . - 

Potter  County . j 

Pre-sidio  County . a 

Keagan  ('ounty . . . .i 

Real  County . a 

Reeves  County . j 

Refugio  County . j 

Robert.son  County. . .* 

Runnels  County . i 

San  Patricio  j 

County. 

San  Saba  County . ..a 

Schhtlcher  County . a 

Scurry  (lounty . r.^ 


Do. 

Do. 

Do 

l>o. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

1>0. 

1*0. 

Do. 

Do. 

i>o. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

1)0. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

1)0. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do; 

Do. 

Do; 

Do; 

Do; 

Do; 

Do; 

Do; 

Do; 

Do; 

Do; 

Do; 

Do; 


Texas — Continued 


Sherman  County . 

.  Do. 

.Starr  County . 

.  Do. 

.sterling  County . 

.  Do. 

.Sutton  County . 

.  Do. 

.Swisher  ('ounty . 

.  Do. 

Taylor  County . 

Do. 

Terrell  County . 

.  Do. 

Terry  County . 

.  Do. 

Tluorkmortoii  . 

.  1  >0. 

County. 

Tom  (irer-n  . 

.  Do. 

County. 

Travis  County . 

.  Do. 

I’pton  County . 

.  Do. 

Uvalde  County . 

.  Do. 

Val  Verde  County . 

.  Do. 

Victoria  ('ounty . 

.  Do. 

Ward  County . . 

.  Do. 

Webb  County.. . 

.  Do. 

Wharton  County . . . 

.  Do. 

W'lllacy  County . 

W  illlainson  (.'ounty . . 

.  Do. 

Wilson  County _ 

.  Do. 

Winkler  County . . . 

.  Do. 

Yoakum  County . 

.  Do. 

Zapata  County . 

.  Do. 

Zavala  County . 

.  Do. 

L'tah: 

CiulMin  County .  Spanish  herit;^e. 

.San  Juan  County . American  Indian. 

Tooele  County .  Spanksh  heriU^e. 

Cintah  County .  American  Indian. 

Virginia:  Charles  .  l*o. 

City  County. 

Washington; 

Adams  County .  Spard.sh  heritage. 

Columbia  County .  Do. 

Ferry  County .  American  Indian. 

(Irani  County . Spanish  heritage 

Okanogan  ('ounty . American  Indian. 

Yakima  County . Spanish  heritage. 

Wisconsin: 

Nashville  Town  .  American  Indian. 

(Forest  County). 

Bovina  Town  .  Spanish  heritage. 

(Outitgamie 

Coun^). 

Oneida  Town  .  American  Indian. 

(Outagamie 

County). 

Hayward  City  .  l*n. 

(Sawyer  County). 

Wyoming; 

Carbon  ('ounty . Spanish  heritage. 

Fremont  County . American  Indian. 

Laramie  County . Spanish  herit:ag>v 

Sweetwater  County . . . Do. 

Washakie  County . . Do. 
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